Code books--a critical link in the research process.
There is no one right way to construct a code book; however, it is critical that all the elements needed to understand and work with the data be present. By constructing a comprehensive code book before the data are collected, the investigator is assured of preparing for all aspects of data analysis. It is important to remember that one cannot be too compulsive in planning for data analysis. The findings of the study are discovered through the analysis of the data. The purpose of the study is to be able to describe the findings in a cogent manner. If the data are not systematically organized, they will be useless to the investigator.